West Sussex Woodturners

A POTTED HISTORY
Thank you for taking an interest in our club, below is a brief outline of us:-

West Sussex Woodturners was formed in 1988 by five Woodturners who met in each others workshops initially to view and discuss their work and to share ideas and working practices.  Inevitably more people wanted to join and the original Pulborough Village hall venue became too small.  We moved first to Storrington and then as numbers increased, to our present home at Sullington village hall. We are a non-profit making club, and rely on members to maintain and service equipment

Our members come from all walks and disciplines of life but all have a love of wood and woodturning. The 'Hobby' mix of beginner, intermediate and advanced turners all contribute to make the club the success that it is.  Woodturning being essentially an individual craft, but having said that, it is also constantly evolving with tools and finishes, thus the aim of the club is to bring together like-minded people in order to share their wealth of knowledge and experience.
Our membership is limited to 130 to ensure comfort and safety in the hall particularly on professional guest turner’s events.  We have both male and female members and ages range from 13 to 80 plus, with some members achieving success in national competitions over recent years. Prospective members are always welcome to visit us; however after two meetings we hope they would apply to join the club.

Club meetings are held on the first Sunday of each month (except New Years Day) usually starting at 9:30 am. Most meetings are generally membership led, but full day demonstrations and lectures by a professional are featured at least three times a year.  It is worth noting that attendance at these average 75% of the full membership. At professional demonstrations a large screen video with audio is provided to help everyone get a good view and hear the proceedings.
Each meeting is different, with demonstrations on all aspects of turning and finishing; or talks and discussions on problems encountered and their solutions. A balance is usually sought between demonstrations by club members, invited guests and trade representatives. 
Some of our most popular events however are still the “Floor Days” where several lathes, plus grinders are available for anyone to use for the discussion or demonstration of any problem or technique.  There is always someone who has done it, seen it, or had it happen; why try to re-invent the wheel!  This together with a our regular shop of abrasives, small tools and accessories etc, our free Book and DVD library and a raffle, make for an enjoyable time browsing, problem solving and chatting to fellow members over a cup of tea or coffee. Members have the opportunity to bring and sell any surplus tools or equipment.
All members receive, via email, a copy of the monthly newsletter giving a summary of the last meeting, with news and other items of club interest. This also serves as a medium for members wishing to share information, ask for advice and sell unwanted items.
Additionally to monthly meetings members can be found selling their work and sometimes demonstrating at venues such as: Amberley Museum, other venues and local village fairs.
The ‘Amberley Turners’ group of the Club demonstrate, the craft of woodturning, most days throughout the museum's open season in the Woodturners Workshop at Amberley Museum, answering any questions posed by visitors. 2013 saw the construction of this self funded, self built, purpose designed workshop which is now also being used as a training centre, along with hosting the museums children’s activity days. 

West Sussex Woodturners Club is Associated to the AWGB, an international non-profit making organisation dedicated to the advancement and promotion of woodturning.

If you are interested in learning either contact the Club via the website as below or talk to Ray Burton. 
Further information can be obtained by email via our Club website www.westsussexwoodturners.co.uk which also provides additional current information about our activities. 
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